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With the help of developers, moving companies, grants and donations, the.. - :
YWCA has added a second story to its home. BILL JOHNSON / COURIER TIMES

BENSALEM

YWCAnowhas
place to call home

The YWCA, founded in Bucks in 1954, is celebrating -
- its 50th anniversary this year.

- By USHMA PATEL
COURIER TIMES

For the first time in 50 years, the YWCA of Bucks

County has a home.
iy | YMCAor  years
| YWCA ... serving
| what's the Bucks™

years, moving from Bristol to
§ difference?
house to the YWCA after nine rent-free &ears. -

-Langhorne to Newiown and
back to Langhorne before
"Betz Laboratories donated
i/
: (;‘Theﬂ:ILSsees thtf}:lmselves as conhn;xslmity bgilders, :
-and in this case, the community come back to | §
build us a home,” said Lorna Michelson, the execu- YWCA

rented space in a home in
Bensalem. Last year, General
Electric Water Technologies,
formerly GE Betz, gave the .

See YWCA, 12C
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YWCA. Agency gets

From Page 1C

tive director of the-YWCA'. '
' Vﬁﬂlthehelpofdevelopers,mov
grants and donations

theYWCAhasaddedawcondstory )

to the former three-bedroom ranch-

ex:'l‘hehrownstone,yellowsiding ]

and green shutters have a distinctly
new feel inside and out.
Although the expanded home
m the YWCA more in-house
said, the YWCA
1tsprograms commumiy
: “That's critml to our mmon,

1. The: WCAs programmmg ‘B
occurs.. ughBensalem,Bristol 1
Township

oy schools, ﬁMorrxsville :tlemen-

ve apartment com-

plexes: in Bensalem and

Township, and the St. Mary’s Family

Resource Center .in Bensalém, to

. iame some of the most prominent
parh:ers.

Thmughthosecentersandits.

'l‘revose office, the YWCA Pprovides
youth services, farhily services.and
.self- sufﬁclency programs in the
areas of education, teen pregnancy,
mentormg. parenting, insurance,

ccordingtoAhmraSharp,pm
dent of the YWCA's board-of direc-
tors,thesepmgramsworktowardsa

A

bigger goal. They also
theYWCA,fom:dedeucksileﬁ,
is eelebrahng its 50th anmversary
ﬂus“lt tools of

. ’sglvmg empowerment
to the children and the adults,” she
said. “They see a need and fill the
need....[They've

current for what is needed and pro-
viding that.” ;

A DIVERSE COMMUNITY

The YWCA developed thé family -

center mihahve in 1992 as a way to
reach the t communities
that had limited transportation.
The management at Creekside
-Apartments, Country Commons and
Bucks Meadow in Bensalem and
Glen Hollow and Lakeview Manor
apartments in Bristol Township
donated space for the five family cen-
ters that the YWCA operates. -
Sandy Blitzstein, who oversees
the three Bensalem centers, said that
* each is tailored to the community it
serves.
“The largest and most diverse is

_ ce, Michelson
planstocontinue operaungmostoff'-

.. l}liaspeople
E"g‘lsh. s

explain why . :

lasted] for staying.

YWCAgets =
funding for center

The YWCA of Bucks County
will receive $100,000 in federal
aid, Congressman Jaines C.
Greenwood(seoondfromlﬁ)

. announced on Friday

He made his announcement at
the YWCA of Bucks County in
Trevose, which was dedicatinga
newprogrammm!eachoenten
- . The fimding will support the
*- YWCA’s employment training '
. -D mgramthathelpsprepare o ;,.»
.ammdmmy '
EnglishasaSwondLanguage
- emn'se;andparentmge]awfor.
. .teens,Greehwoodspok&swoman -
 Stephznie Fischer said. - e
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Creeksxde. [The complex] lms 1, 100
1m1tss01t’shkeahulec1tyPeople
there are from the Mideast, Africa;
China, Russia. ... Country Commons
ispnmarilyRuswn. Bucks Meadow

‘identified programsthatservedthe
clients’ needs. -

- Now the family: centers . oﬁ‘erfree )
programs such: as: preschool, after-."
'schoolcaneandhomeworkhelp par-.

- “enting, computer classes,
classes, driving

citizenship
clamandjobtrain
~ing. Three of them also serve as
‘emergency food banks. Those are
located at Country Commons, Bucks
Meadows and Creekside.
According to. Jeanmarie Foy,

" director of the YWCA's employment

services, the family center becomes a .,
- support system fot' inmigranits with- -
" oirt firiends or exténded family.
“The women and kids get to know
each other That builds a community
and strengthens a community” Foy
said. “We’re helping people become a
part of the community and not a bur-
denonit” )
Because the YWCA works out of
apartment complexes, residents take.
ownership and offer to clean or vol-
unteer; Blitzstein said. She thinks the
personal touch makes all the differ-

“You- could get your quest;ons



answered if you called an agency, but
_here you're offered coffee, the atmos-
-phere is comfortable and it's in their

community” .
FOSTERING FRIENDSHIPS
‘On a Tuesday afternoon last
" week, about a dozen women gathered
for their weekly parenting support
group at the YWCA's family center at
Creekside Apartments in Bensalem.
Sometimes the group, led by
Blitzstein and made up entirely of

ts,-hears from a speaker

about healthi*care, banking, -stress
madnagement, legal aid or some other
pertinent issue, Last week, the atten-
dees were. “decompressing” and
making Valentines for kids and hus-
bands and catching up with each
other. Blitzstein said some of the
women-don’t have young children
or any children but come to social-
ize. - - :

- Based on the five countries rep-
resented — Iraq, Israel, Pakistan,
‘India, and -El “Salvador — the

women talk about how to say “Ilove

you” in different languages.

Warda Muthan, a Palestinian -

Muslim who emigrated 15 years ago,
offered her handmade valentine to

Rowayda Jaaf, the coordinator of the

center When Jaaf waved her off and
- told Muthan to give it to her hus-
band, she refused.

“My husband is not here. Take it,”
Muthan said.“T love you.”

Muthan and Jaaf have an espe- -

cially close relationship, partially

because Jaaf is a Kurdish Iraqi
immigrant and can speak Arabic
with Muthan. Jaaf helped Muthan
passher driver’s license test by trans-
lating the manual into Arabic,

Jaaf worked as a mechanical
engineer in Baghdad until 1991 and
has been working at the Creekside
Family Center since 1995. She teach-.
es computer classes four days a
week, emphasizes the need for
women to be independent and tries
to help fill the gaps where needs and
ser“vllc&s are not in lir;’e. dI’mthjnk

“m an immigrant, an -
ing about all the things I needed
when I came here without my family
and friends,” Jaaf said.

Many of the women gathered.
have been coming to the family cen- -
ter for years, Virbala Rindana, 68,
was a feacher for.38 years in India
and begar coming to the family cen-
ter when it opened. She teaches citi-
zenship classes to the new arrivals
and works in' the after-school pro-

“Sometimes it’s hard to teach or
tolearn [because of the different Jan-
guages being spoken),” she said, “but
a young person has a.chance to make
agood future.,”

~ ‘As a measure of such possibility,
there’sachart onthewall. On it are the
names of the people who have earned
their citizenship just since 1998. And
there are 71 names on the wall.

Ushma Patel can be reached at 215-949-
4191 or upatel@phillyBurbs.com. .



